[Statistical notes. Which risks do the patient incur if his own cardiologist accepts to be involved in a clinical trial without deep consideration of the a priori available evidence?].
The aim of this statistical note is to describe the results of the randomized controlled clinical trial TARGET, which compared the effect of tirofiban (new treatment) and abciximab (standard treatment) in patients who were expected to undergo coronary stenting. Primary aim of TARGET was to evaluate the non-inferiority of tirofiban with respect to abciximab, but it concluded in favor of superiority of the standard treatment. The authors of this study point out that a deep consideration regarding a priori available evidence could have avoided to expose 2398 patients randomized to tirofiban to the risk of death or non-fatal myocardial infarction.